
 

Music for Lent

Introduction

Although we cannot have congregational singing in our churches, we know that many of you are either producing virtual music for your 
parishes, playing instrumental music or (in a few cases) singing as cantors. As such, the DCMA thought that you might appreciate some 
suggestions for suitable music for the season of Lent. So we have searched the numerous online sources and produced a compilation for
you. The list is not meant to be exhaustive nor is it advocating any particular genre of music. However, we have only included items 
which are easily available during this difficult time. We hope you will enjoy looking at the collection and find at least one piece that will 
work for you. If you can’t use the music at present maybe it will give you something to work on for next year.

Psalms and Antiphons for Lent
Antiphons

More parishes are now singing the ‘Propers’ of the Mass; the antiphons at the Entrance and Communion, usually paired with verses from
a psalm. The antiphons in Latin have, of course been set to music for centuries but many composers are now writing setting that are 
more suited to the English translations. 

Title Composer Publisher Link Comments

Entrance Antiphons 
for Lent

Normand J. 
Gouin 

GIA GIA Publications - 
Entrance Antiphons 
for Lent 
(giamusic.com) 

This resource would be a very useful addition to the repertoire
as it combines hymn tunes for the antiphons with chanted 
verses.  Alternatively,  in these times for people who are 
actually singing in church, the antiphons alone could be used.
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https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/entrance-antiphons-for-lent-print-g8521
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/entrance-antiphons-for-lent-print-g8521
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/entrance-antiphons-for-lent-print-g8521


Eleven Communion 
Chants for Lent, 
Triduum, and the 
Easter Season

Charles 
Thatcher

GIA GIA Publications - 
Eleven Communion 
Chants for Lent, 
Triduum, and the 
Easter Season 
(giamusic.com) 

Communion 
Antiphons for Lent

Richard J 
Clark

GIA GIA Publications - 
Communion 
Antiphons for Lent 
(giamusic.com) 

A comprehensive resource which uses the 2010 Roman 
Missal translations of the antiphons. As it includes so many 
antiphons this would also be useful at other times throughout 
the year. The psalm verses are based on the New American 
Bible but as they are chanted it would be possible to 
substitute a different translation if preferred.

Saint Meinrad 
Entrance and 
Communion 
Antiphons 
Cantor/Keyboard 
Edition 
Vol. 2 Lent Through 
Holy Week

Fr Columba 
Kelly

OCP Saint Meinrad 
Entrance and 
Communion 
Antiphons for the 
Church Year - 
Collections | OCP 

Contemporary plainchant. Music is written in modern notation.

Antiphons Martin Foster Bear Music Antiphons: Lent | 
Bear Music 

Easy antiphons written for a Parish choir. Can be sung in 
parts or unison, accompanied or not. The English settings are
from the Roman Missal.

English Proper 
Chants

John Ainslie Benedicamus 
Music

English Proper 
Chants – 
BENEDICAMUS 

The Entrance and Communion Antiphons of the Roman 
Missal for Sundays and Solemnities, set to simple Gregorian 
Chant, together with psalm verses.  Available in modern or 
chant notation. This book is also available from Amazon.

Entrance Antiphon 
Hymn Project

Luke 
Massery

Antiphon 
Renewal

Entrance Antiphon 
Hymns | 
Antiphonrenewal 

The antiphons set to chants but also versions set to well-
known tunes. You may need to scroll down for Lent.

https://www.antiphonrenewal.com/entrance-antiphon-hymn-project
https://www.antiphonrenewal.com/entrance-antiphon-hymn-project
https://www.antiphonrenewal.com/entrance-antiphon-hymn-project
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/eleven-communion-chants-for-lent-triduum-and-the-easter-season-print-005286
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/eleven-communion-chants-for-lent-triduum-and-the-easter-season-print-005286
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/eleven-communion-chants-for-lent-triduum-and-the-easter-season-print-005286
https://www.benedicamus.org.uk/index.php/product-category/english-proper-chants/
https://www.benedicamus.org.uk/index.php/product-category/english-proper-chants/
https://www.benedicamus.org.uk/index.php/product-category/english-proper-chants/
http://www.bearmusic.info/antiphons-lent/
http://www.bearmusic.info/antiphons-lent/
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/collections/dg/401/saint-meinrad-entrance-and-communion-antiphons-for-the-church-year
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/collections/dg/401/saint-meinrad-entrance-and-communion-antiphons-for-the-church-year
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/collections/dg/401/saint-meinrad-entrance-and-communion-antiphons-for-the-church-year
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/communion-antiphons-for-lent-print-005322
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/communion-antiphons-for-lent-print-005322
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/communion-antiphons-for-lent-print-005322


Common Psalms

The Lectionary provides option psalms for the seasons of the year that may be used in place of the responsorial psalm of the day. 
However, the psalms may also be sung at any points in the Mass where a hymn may be sung. 
In Lent, three psalms are given.

Psalm 50/51

Title Composer Publisher Link Comments

Be Merciful, O Lord Michael 
Joncas

GIA GIA Publications - 
Be Merciful, O Lord 
(giamusic.com) 

A lyrical setting. If you sing it in parts the men have the 
melody of the response while sopranos and altos have 
harmony.

Be Merciful, O Lord Marty 
Haugen

GIA GIA Publications - 
Be Merciful, O Lord 
(giamusic.com) 

A setting that is easy to pick up and sing.

Have Mercy On Me 
O God

Graham 
Kendrick

Graham 
Kendrick

Psalm 51 (Have 
mercy on me, O 
God) - Graham 
Kendrick 

A contemporary setting.

Lord, be merciful Dominic 
MacAller 

OCP Lord, Be Merciful - 
Songs | OCP 

A three-part setting of the psalm. Verses are lyrical but with a 
chant-like feel.

Psalm 90/91

Title Composer Publisher Link Comments

Be With Me, Lord Ken Macek GIA GIA Publications - 
Be with Me, Lord 
(giamusic.com) 

Can be sung with just two singers or with a full SATB choir.

Be With Me, Lord, 
when I Am in 
Trouble

Val Parker OCP Be with Me, Lord, 
When I Am in 
Trouble - Songs | 
OCP 

A psalm response and chanted verses but with a jazz/blues 
accompaniment.

https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/be-merciful-o-lord-print-g5461
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/be-merciful-o-lord-print-g5461
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/be-merciful-o-lord-print-g5461
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/be-merciful-o-lord-print-g3433
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/be-merciful-o-lord-print-g3433
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/be-merciful-o-lord-print-g3433
https://www.grahamkendrick.co.uk/songs/graham-kendrick-songs/usa-live-worship/psalm-51-have-mercy-on-me-o-god
https://www.grahamkendrick.co.uk/songs/graham-kendrick-songs/usa-live-worship/psalm-51-have-mercy-on-me-o-god
https://www.grahamkendrick.co.uk/songs/graham-kendrick-songs/usa-live-worship/psalm-51-have-mercy-on-me-o-god
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/songs/79318/be-with-me-lord-when-i-am-in-trouble
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/songs/79318/be-with-me-lord-when-i-am-in-trouble
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/songs/79318/be-with-me-lord-when-i-am-in-trouble
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/be-with-me-lord-print-g6662
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/be-with-me-lord-print-g6662
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/be-with-me-lord-print-g6662
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/songs/66735/lord-be-merciful
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/songs/66735/lord-be-merciful


Whoever lives 
beside the Lord

John L Bell Iona/Wild 
Goose

PSALMS OF 
PATIENCE, 
PROTEST & 
PRAISE (BK) | Wild 
Goose Resource 
Group 

A metrical version set to a Hebridean folk melody.
The link is to the book containing the piece.

Psalm 129/130

Title Composer Publisher Link Comments

From the depths Dan Shutte OCP From the Depths - 
Songs | OCP 

A lyrical melody, with text based on Psalm 130, expresses 
hopefulness for God’s mercy and redemption. 

Out of the Depths Scott Soper OCP Out of the Depths - 
Songs | OCP 

A gentle, straightforward through-setting.

Out of the direst 
depths

John L 
Bell/Trad.

Iona/Wild 
Goose

PSALMS OF 
PATIENCE, 
PROTEST & 
PRAISE (BK) | Wild 
Goose Resource 
Group 

A metrical version set to ‘Southwell’.
The link is to the book containing the piece.

https://www.ocp.org/en-us/songs/2463/out-of-the-depths
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/songs/2463/out-of-the-depths
https://www.wildgoose.scot/product/psalms-of-patience-protest-praise-bk/
https://www.wildgoose.scot/product/psalms-of-patience-protest-praise-bk/
https://www.wildgoose.scot/product/psalms-of-patience-protest-praise-bk/
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/songs/85796/from-the-depths
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/songs/85796/from-the-depths
https://www.wildgoose.scot/product/psalms-of-patience-protest-praise-bk/
https://www.wildgoose.scot/product/psalms-of-patience-protest-praise-bk/
https://www.wildgoose.scot/product/psalms-of-patience-protest-praise-bk/


Links to publishers

OCP Oregon Catholic Press Items available as downloads from the website OCP | OCP     

GIA    Items available as downloads from the website GIA Publications - Sacred Music (giamusic.com) 

Taize  Taizé : Presses de Taizé, Download retreats, teachings, conferences, songs, music (exultet-solutions.com) 

HQ  HymnQuest  This site allows you to print lyrics of public domain items. It is an excellent source of copyright information and has 
suggestions for alternative tunes that could be used for items. It is really useful in that you can search by hymnbook and even items 
that are in copyright can be clicked on to give information.

CJM CJM MUSIC | Bringing Liturgy to Life 

SLM  Simply Liturgical Music - Brand New Liturgical Music (slmusic.org) 

ILP International Liturgy Publications ILP Music 

Jubilate UK Words and Music for Worship - Jubilate 

Decani Decani – Decani Music Online 

Devine Devine Music – A place for Music and Prayer 

Zeal Music Zeal Music (zealmusicpublishing.com) 

Antiphon Renewal Antiphons | Catholic Antiphon Renewal 

Graham Kendrick Worship Leader & Songwriter - Graham Kendrick 

https://zealmusicpublishing.com/home
https://www.grahamkendrick.co.uk/
https://www.antiphonrenewal.com/
https://www.devinemusic.org.uk/
https://www.decanimusic.co.uk/
https://www.jubilate.co.uk/
https://www.ilpmusic.org/SFNT.html
https://www.slmusic.org/
https://www.cjmmusic.com/
https://app.hymnquest.com/app
http://www.exultet-solutions.com/shop/pages-main/partner_id-10/index.html
https://www.giamusic.com/store/sacred-music
https://www.ocp.org/en-us
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